
The High Calling 
of  a 

Financial Advisor



The 16th Century Reformation…

❑ Sola Scriptura – Scripture Alone

❑ Sola Gratia – Grace Alone

❑ Sola Fide – Faith Alone

❑ Sola Christus – Christ Alone

❑ Soli Deo Gloria – The Glory of God Alone

Doctrinal Clarity on the Following 



As a Result of the Reformation…

• The Protestant Work Ethic Emerges

• The discovery that All Work Matters to God

• There is no Sacred vs. Secular divide



“The butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker…”  As Luther put it, the 

workman is the Mask of God; blessing His creation with the 

product of their hands.

Luther’s Teaching On Work



Luther on Vocation – A Calling

When the 
milkmaid milks 
the cow, it is as 
if the hand of 

God is doing so





God’s Sovereignty in Your Life

❑ The family you were born into – father, mother, brothers, sisters, grandparents, 
etc.

❑ The skills you possess – the natural abilities God endowed you with

❑ Your education – where you went to school and college

❑ Your first job – and the others in your career

❑ Your business successes – and failures  – along the way

❑ Your current position,  place of authority, sphere of influence, etc.



God’s Sovereignty in Your Life
❑ Your business and social network

❑ Who you married; the children God has given  you

❑ Where your children go to school – including your involvement 

❑ Where you live – who your neighbors are

❑ What church you’re an active part of

❑ What ministries you’re involved with

❑ The boards you serve on



The Great Commission
In Obedience to Our Lord’s Command

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.”   

Matthew 28



The Great Commission

What is my responsibility?



My Personal Testimony

On a fly fishing trip in 2001



Marketplace Ministry 
A New Way of Looking at My Work

18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

II Cor. 5: 18-20



Key Principles to Keep in Mind

▪ Be God’s ambassador today – where you live, work and 
play. 

▪ Be intentional in your preparation and planning 

▪ Our relationships are not accidental or coincidental, they 
are divine appointments

▪ Pray for a harvest only the Lord can bring 

▪ Be patient to wait on the Lord -- for His timing and results –
to see a response 



The Necessity of Prayer

3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a 
door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of 
which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought 
to speak.

5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the 
time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Colossians 4



Be Prayerful

Be Prepared

Be Intentional



Practical Advice for 
Personal Marketplace Ministry

❑ Keep a Bible in plain sight, on your desk, credenza or table

❑ Have Christian books on your bookshelf with the intent to loan 
or give them away (be deliberate in topic selection)

❑ Have theologically-sound evangelistic booklets, tracts or articles 
nearby (or on your computer)

❑ Engage in conversation about what you did or are planning to 
do over the weekend (church or ministry related)



❑ Invite a client or prospect to a marriage seminar, parenting 
conference, or special holiday event at your church

❑ Have a conversation starter in your office (e.g. missions trip 
picture)

❑ Read a book on the Reformation – why was this period in history 
so important?

❑ “With your permission, may I pray for you (your family)?”

❑ “With your permission, may I send (or email) you _______?”

Practical Advice for 
Personal Marketplace Ministry



Learning from other advisors



It is a Privilege to Serve the Lord As a 
Financial Advisor in 2019

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.

Matthew 9:37b-38

As You Pursue Marketplace Ministry:

• Look for ways to introduce the gospel into client and co-worker 
conversations

• Find believers you can encourage and strengthen in their walk

• Help those who have wealth in this life to use it wisely and invest with 
eternity in mind.

• Model this manner of living (Marketplace Ministry) and encourage 
others God brings across your path to do the same



Globa l i za t i on • Global Commerce

• Finance & Banking

• IT (Information Technology)

• Communications

• Media

• Growing Middle Class in Developing Countries

• Travel Across the Globe in Hours

• Health Care

• Education

World GDP 
$75 Trillion

+3% YOY

God Has Granted to You to Live at the Greatest Moment in 
Human History to Fulfill the Great Commission 



A Gift For You –
Packed With Resources

A Thumbdrive Loaded with 
Helpful Files To Aid You in Your 
Pursuit of Marketplace Ministry

Files on:
• Apologetics
• Reformation History 
• Vocation, Work and our Calling
• Authority of the Scriptures
• What is the Gospel?
• Living the Christian Life

...and much more



A Very Special Gift  

A conversation starter for you – a 400 year old page from the Geneva Bible.  
This was “the” Bible of the Reformation, the Puritans, the Pilgrims and the 

Great Awakening in America and England.

An 
Authentic 

Geneva 
Bible Leaf


